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 Prof. David R. Syiemlieh is a scholar of history and culture of North East and former 
Chairman of UPSC.

2. Born on 22  January 1953 in Mutrapore, Sibsagar, Assam, Prof. Syiemlieh graduated nd

with Honours in History in 1974 from St. Edmund's College, Shillong. This was followed with 
an M. Phil in 1980 and Ph.D in 1985 from the North-Eastern Hill University. He taught in St. 
Edmund's College (1977-1979) and NEHU (1979-2012) where he held several responsible 
positions including Dean Students' Welfare; Head, Department of History; Controller of 
Examinations; officiated as Registrar and held the position of Pro- Vice-Chancellor. He was 
appointed Vice-Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh in October 2011. 
He joined as Member, Union Public Service Commission in 2012 and in 2017 he was 
appointed Chairman UPSC.

3. Prof. Syiemlieh's first book British Administration in Meghalaya: Policy and Pattern, 
Heritage Publishers, New Delhi, 1989 established him as a scholar grounded in the history and 
culture of Meghalaya and the North East. This was followed by Survey of Research in History on 
North East India 1970-1990 and an edited volume with J. B. Bhattacharjee, Early States in 
North East India. His more recent publications are On the Edge of Empire: Four British Plans for 
North East India and Layers of History: Essays on the Khasi-Jaintias, a collection of 17 articles 
on the history and culture of the Khasi-Jaintias of Meghalaya. He coordinated the research, 
editing and publication of Meghalaya at Fifty 1972-2022, launched on 21 January 2022 on the 
fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the State of Meghalaya. He is credited with researching 
and discovering the date of death and other details of the last days of U Tirot Sing, the 
Syiem/chief of Nongkhlawhima/state in the Khasi hills, Meghalaya, who took a leading role in 
resisting British expansion into the Khasi hills and died while under house arrest as a state 
prisoner on 17 July 1835. The day is annually observed in Meghalaya as a State holiday to 
commemorate the life, sacrifice and patriotism of this little known freedom fighter.

4. Prof. Syiemlieh has received a number of scholarships/fellowships including a 
Government of India Post Graduate Scholarship; Senior Fulbright Fellowship for research in 
USA; Charles Wallace Grant for research in UK and Indo-France Cultural Exchange Grant for 
research in Paris. He was elected President, NEIHA in 2010-2011. He was Council Member for 
two terms of the Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi. He was Council Member of 
the Indian Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi for a term. He was elected President 
of the Modern India Section, Indian History Congress at its 73  session, Bombay University in rd

January 2013. He is on the academic council and board of management of several 
universities. In his continued support of education and literature he is Adviser, Meghalaya 
State Education Commission, Government of Meghalaya.
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 çks- MsfoM vkj- fl,e~ys] mÙkj iwoZ ds bfrgkl vkSj laL—fr ds fo}ku rFkk ;wih,llh ds HkwriwoZ vè;{k gSaA

2-  22 tuojh 1953 dks eqrjkiqj] f'kolkxj] vle esa tUes] çks- fl,e~ys us o"kZ 1974 esa lsaV ,MeaM egkfo|ky;] 
f'kykax ls bfrgkl v‚ulZ esa Lukrd fd;kA blds mijkar] bUgksaus o"kZ 1980 esa ,e- fQy vkSj o"kZ 1985 esa u‚FkZ&ÃLVuZ 
fgy ;wfuoÆlVh ls ih,pMh dh mikfèk çkIr dhA çks- fl,e~ ys us lsaV ,MeaM egkfo|ky; ¼o"kZ 1977&1979½ vkSj 
,uÃ,p;w ¼o"kZ 1979&2012½ esa vè;kiu dk;Z fd;k] tgk¡ bUgksaus Mhu] LVwMsaV~l osyQs;j( bfrgkl foHkkxkè;{k( ijh{kk 
fu;a=d lfgr dÃ mÙkjnk;h inksa ij dk;Z fd;k( jftLVªkj dk dk;ZHkkj laHkkyk vkSj çfr&dqyifr ds in ij jgsA bUgsa 
vDVwcj 2011 esa jktho xkaèkh foÜofo|ky;] v#.kkpy çns'k dk dqyifr fu;qä fd;k x;kA os o"kZ 2012 esa la?k yksd 
lsok vk;ksx ds lnL; cus vkSj o"kZ 2017 esa mUgsa ;wih,llh dk vè;{k fu;qä fd;k x;kA 

3-  çks- fl,e~ys dh igyh iqLrd fczfV'k ,MfefuLVªs'ku bu es?kky;% i‚fylh ,aM iSVuZ] gsfjVst ifCy'klZ] uÃ 
fnYyh] 1989 us bUgsa es?kky; ,oa mÙkj iwoZ ds bfrgkl vkSj laL—fr esa fo}ku ds :i esa LFkkfir fd;kA blds mijkar 
losZ v‚Q fjlpZ bu fgLVªh v‚u u‚FkZ ÃLV bafM;k 1970&1990 vkSj tsch HkêkpktÊ ds lkFk laikfnr [kaM] vyÊ LVsV~l 
bu u‚FkZ ÃLV bafM;k çdkf'kr gq,A mudh gkfy;k çdkf'kr iqLrdsa gSa v‚u n ,t v‚Q ,Eik;j% Qksj fczfV'k IykUl 
Q+‚j u‚FkZ ÃLV bafM;k vkSj ys;lZ v‚Q+ fgLVªh% ,lst+ v‚u n [kklh&t;afr;kl] tks es?kky; ds [kklh&t;afr;k ds 
bfrgkl vkSj laL—fr ij 17 ys[kksa dk laxzg gSA bUgksaus es?kky; ,V fQ¶Vh 1972&2022 ds 'kksèk] laiknu vkSj çdk'ku 
ds leUo; dk dk;Z fd;k] ftldk yksdkiZ.k es?kky; jkT; dh LFkkiuk dh ipkloÈ o"kZxkaB ij 21 tuojh 2022 dks 
fd;k x;kA es?kky; ds [kklh igkfM+;ksa esa uksax[kykofgek@jkT; ds fl;se@ çeq[k ;w frjksr Çlx] ftUgksaus [kklh 
igkfM+;ksa esa fczfV'k foLrkj dk fojksèk djus esa vxz.kh Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ Fkh vkSj 17 tqykÃ 1835 dks jkT; dSnh ds :i esa ?kj 
esa utjcan jgrs gq, mudh e`R;q gks xÃ FkhA mudh eR̀;q dh rkjh[k vkSj vafre fnuksa ds vU; fooj.kksa ij 'kksèk vkSj [kkst 
djus dk Js; çks- fl,e~ys dks fn;k tkrk gSA bl vYiKkr Lora=rk lsukuh ds thou] cfynku vkSj ns'kHkfä dh Lef̀r 
esa es?kky; esa çfro"kZ bl fnu dks jktdh; vodk'k ds :i esa euk;k tkrk gSA  

4  -  çks-  fl,e~ys dks dÃ Nk=of̀Ùk;k¡@Qsyksf'ki feyh gSa ftuesa Hkkjr ljdkj dh LukrdksÙkj Nk=o`fÙk( ;w,l, esa 
'kksèk ds fy, lhfu;j QqyczkbV Qsyksf'ki( ;wds esa 'kksèk ds fy, pkYlZ okysl xzkaV vkSj isfjl esa 'kksèk ds fy, Hkkjr&Ýkal 
lkaL—frd fofue; xzkaV 'kkfey gSaA og o"kZ 2010&2011 esa ,uÃvkÃ,p, ds vè;{k pqus x,A og nks VeZ rd Hkkjrh; 
,sfrgkfld vuqlaèkku ifj"kn] uÃ fnYyh ds ifj"kn lnL; vkSj ,d VeZ ds fy, Hkkjrh; lkekftd foKku vuqlaèkku 
ifj"kn] uÃ fnYyh ds ifj"kn lnL; FksA og tuojh 2013 esa c‚Ecs foÜofo|ky; esa Hkkjrh; bfrgkl dkaxzsl ds 73osa l= 
esa vkèkqfud Hkkjr [kaM ds vè;{k pqus x,A og dÃ foÜofo|ky;ksa dh 'kS{kf.kd ifj"kn vkSj çcaèku cksMZ esa 'kkfey gSaA 
f'k{kk vkSj lkfgR; ds {ks= esa fujarj lgk;rk çnku djus ds fy,] og es?kky; ljdkj ds es?kky; jkT; f'k{kk vk;ksx ds 
lykgdkj gSaA                          
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