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PROF. DAVID R. SYIEMLIEH

Prof. David R. Syiemlieh is a scholar of history and culture of North East and former
Chairman of UPSC.

2. Born on 22™ January 1953 in Mutrapore, Sibsagar, Assam, Prof. Syiemlieh graduated
with Honours in History in 1974 from St. Edmund's College, Shillong. This was followed with
an M. Phil in 1980 and Ph.D in 1985 from the North-Eastern Hill University. He taught in St.
Edmund's College (1977-1979) and NEHU (1979-2012) where he held several responsible
positions including Dean Students' Welfare; Head, Department of History; Controller of
Examinations; officiated as Registrar and held the position of Pro- Vice-Chancellor. He was
appointed Vice-Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh in October 2011.
He joined as Member, Union Public Service Commission in 2012 and in 2017 he was
appointed Chairman UPSC.

3. Prof. Syiemlieh's first book British Administration in Meghalaya: Policy and Pattern,
Heritage Publishers, New Delhi, 1989 established him as a scholar grounded in the history and
culture of Meghalaya and the North East. This was followed by Survey of Research in History on
North East India 1970-1990 and an edited volume with J. B. Bhattacharjee, Early States in
North East India. His more recent publications are On the Edge of Empire: Four British Plans for
North East India and Layers of History: Essays on the Khasi-Jaintias, a collection of 17 articles
on the history and culture of the Khasi-Jaintias of Meghalaya. He coordinated the research,
editing and publication of Meghalaya at Fifty 1972-2022, launched on 21 January 2022 on the
fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the State of Meghalaya. He is credited with researching
and discovering the date of death and other details of the last days of U Tirot Sing, the
Syiem/chief of Nongkhlawhima/state in the Khasi hills, Meghalaya, who took a leading role in
resisting British expansion into the Khasi hills and died while under house arrest as a state
prisoner on 17 July 1835. The day is annually observed in Meghalaya as a State holiday to
commemorate the life, sacrifice and patriotism of this little known freedom fighter.

4. Prof. Syiemlieh has received a number of scholarships/fellowships including a
Government of India Post Graduate Scholarship; Senior Fulbright Fellowship for research in
USA; Charles Wallace Grant for research in UK and Indo-France Cultural Exchange Grant for
research in Paris. He was elected President, NEIHA in 2010-2011. He was Council Member for
two terms of the Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi. He was Council Member of
the Indian Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi for a term. He was elected President
of the Modern India Section, Indian History Congress at its 73™ session, Bombay University in
January 2013. He is on the academic council and board of management of several
universities. In his continued support of education and literature he is Adviser, Meghalaya
State Education Commission, Government of Meghalaya.
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1. SIS TR, RYTHel, ITR 4 & SireTd 3iR ARpId & fAgT qim JUITHl & Ydqd 378 & |

2. 22 STERT 1953 BT JARTYR, RIEAANIR, 317 H 54, U1 RIUHel 7 a¥ 1974 ¥ e YsHs HeTdeery,
Rt & i 3iF™ H Fde (a1 | $9& IURId, S8i+ ay 1980 H TH. fthat 3iR a9 1985 ¥ Alf—g¥eA
e gafact 9§ digael & Uiy o &1 | W1 R of 9 de ysHs Aslfaenerd (@ 1977—1979) 3R
TS (@9 1979—2012) ¥ S7eAT0 B fHaT, STBl g8 S, I scH bR, Siasr fawmmee; uen
feae aftd % SR Ual R ST {61, INVRER BT HRIR T iR Jfid—getufd & U W T | 32
3fFcaR 2011 ¥ I1oirg e fI=afdenerd, oomde Uael T derdfa g<h fHar 11 | 7 99 2012 § Y ol
HAT AN &[S I AR I 2017 H I JUIH! DT AeFeT I+1yeh ham 17 |

3. a1, Riget @1 ugell gwae fafew vefifgem g7 #arery: dife)l g8 Ued, 3Rew ufeerersd, =8
faeen, 1989 7 2 HETC Ud SR U4 & e IR A¥pfa # f9gM & wu # wenfid f&ar | g9 Swia
ad 3 R¥Td 377 2t @i +fed $%¢ $feam 1970—1990 iR St weramSif & Arer durfed @, areff e
S Atel $3¢ SISAT THIRIT U | @ BTeTAT BRI Yo & 3119 & Yol 3i1% THIRR: BR fafesr wa
BR A 3% SfSAT 3R TN i RN TS 31F § WRI—STifRms, S HeTeild & WRI—Siifadr &
SITBT iR P UR 17 oIRdl BT WIS & | $8i+ HeTerd Ue Bl 1972—2022 & e, FUTGH 37R YT
P qHGT BT B BT, ORIBT ATBTIT T ITST BT WATIAT BT TARIIT IS TR 21 STHART 2022 DI
o 1T | eETery & @R yBIfedl | ANTEeate /S & RRE /. W g R {5, S @
UBTISAT H fafeer faaR o1 faRier ey H anrofl YfHepT 4TS off 37R 17 S[elTs 1835 Bl 15T Dhal & wY H R
# ToRdg Y5 gY SHD! 9g B T8 ol | ST GG BT ARG iR o 341 & o fIarvll wR 2w 8ik @i
PR BT 21 91 RITHeT DI AT ST 8 | 599 STed=iTd S =dl WAl & Sitdd, dfeTar 3iiR Serfth & Ffa
H HeTery # Uy 399 T ®1 ISTdh 1T 1adhrel & wY H HARIT ST © |

4. 1. Ul @1 B BEgREAT/ BAIRY fell § OH 9RT GREGR 6 SRR BIgi; Juay §
e & oY TR Gelsge BelllRd; Yo | 2 & feTq =redd areisy Uie SR UR™ & 211e & fofg wRa—hINT
AP A e enfie € | 98 a¥ 2010—2011 ¥ UASATSUEY & JAETel g ¢ | I8 &l TH ddb AR
UfcreTiie SraeT uRkyg, T1s facell & URye ¥ew 3R U ¢H & foly YRR AT s rgwem
uRyg, 5 faeell & IRy We o | g8 STar] 2013 ¥ diF fa=afdemery § YR siery U4 & 734 93
# YT ART WS & el g MV | I8 By [Qsafdenerdl o Setfors aRys iR yeud dre # i © |
et 3R |Ifed & &3 # AR AT U&TH B & [o7Y, I8 HeTeld ARPR & HeTerd 1oy R 3T &
HABPR © |
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